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cerning the conduct of the Princess of Wales. "He could
not write a common answer to a dinner invitation without
its assuming the tone of a billet-doux; the very commonest
conversation was held in that soft low whisper and with
that tone of deference and interest which are so unusual and
so calculated to please."

It would be clear that the Miss Siddons must have been
in every way adequate from the fact that such a man gave
them burning adoration. One all but arrives, indeed, at the
conclusion that he was in love with the whole family, and
the whole family with him. The works which established his
reputation were portraits of the Kembles, and the last sketch
he ever perfected was that of Fanny Kemble. Who can doubt
that the image of Mrs. Siddons warmed his imagination from
the day when, '^E* 13,' he drew her portrait at Bath?
He was fourteen years her junior, but every actress is one
to two decades younger than her years. It need no more
astonish us if sundry living people maintain that he was,
deep down, in love with her, while supposing himself
enamoured, successively, of her daughters, than that, in her
day, evil thinkers invented slander to which the following
reference is made, in a letter written, in 1810, by the Princess
of Wales: "The report about Mrs. Siddons and Lawrence
I always thought most shameful, and never believed it, and
rejoice that it is proved to be false."*

When Lawrence was sixty, Fanny Kemble, then twenty,
declared herself on the way to being in love with him, and,
since she was a Kemble, exercised over him, in her minor
measure, the old spell. " Oh! she is very like her [i.e. Maria]:
she is very like them all," he murmured, as he gazed at the
portrait he had just made of her. It is significant that, when
he sent her a proof-plate of Reynolds's 'Tragic Muse,' with
the inscription, "This portrait, by England's greatest painter,
of the noblest subject of his pencil, is presented to her niece
and worthy successor, by her most faithful humble friend and
servant, Lawrence," he afterwards sent for the picture, and
erased the words, " and worthy successor." His secretary told
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